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The Elephant is changing fast - and 2025 has been
the year you can finally see it. New buildings have
topped-out and finishing touches are being applied
inside, the new streets and public spaces are taking
shape, and The Elephant is beginning to look and
feel like the place we’ve all been working towards: a
lively new heart of Elephant & Castle.

INTRODUCING THE ELEPHANT
OUR STORY SO FAR

With 2026 on the horizon,
we’re working hard to bring

The Elephant to life. And as

the physical transformation
accelerates, so too does the
energy on the ground. Thousands
of local people joined our
events this year, from the Urban
Elephant festival, to our Easter
Eggstravaganza, to the range of
free events taking place at the
Community Hub each week.

This winter, that community

spirit will be on full display as we
come together for the Elephant &
Castle Christmas Lights Switch-
On, returning on Saturday

29 November. Expect music,
performances, festive food,
family activities and plenty of
community cheer as we celebrate
one of the biggest dates in the
local calendar.

FOR TH E “Elephant & Castle has always been a place powered by its people -
full of creativity, energy and community pride. As the The Elephant
E LE PHANT transforms, we’re determined to make sure everyone feels part of that
journey. | hope you’ll join us for this year’s Christmas Lights Switch On
AN D CASTLE and all the brilliant moments still to come.”
co M M U N ITY DIANA BARRANCO
PARTNERSHIPS DIRECTOR, GET LIVING
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Join us in Castle Square on Keep an eye on our website = Hundreds of new a'nd affordable homes
Saturday 29th November at WHAT’S HAPPENING: and socials for the opening - S0 new shops, cafés and restaurants

- A new university campus for the London

CaStle Square fOI’ the Annual = Visit Santa’s Grotto in the Community Hub and meet Of our hew Marketlng surte College of Communication
- - - Santa himself, who will be ready to hear all your :
Christmas Lights Switch On to Christmas wishes. and discover the next - Bright, modern spaces for work, leisure
mark the start of the holiday e chapter in Elephant’s story. and culture
season spreading holiday cheer through music and - A brand-new Underground ticket hall
. SR and entrance
= Let your creativity shine with face painting and arts .
Step into the magic of Christmas as Castle Square & crafts workshops, ideal for children and adults = It’s a place to live, learn, eat and explore.
comes alive with lights, music, and the warm glow alike. ggARr#JllaEREE
of festive spirit. Treat yourself to a delicious cup of This day of festivities is the perfect way to kick off the INFORMATION The Elephant, a place that celebrates
mulled wine or rich hot chocolate, and indulge in a holiday season. Bring your family, friends and loved everything we love about Elephant &
variety of seasonal treats. OINES I SEEI U S CtIIMEs SR TheElephant.com Castle.

Location: Castle Square

Wander through the Elephant Christmas Market, where local
Date: Saturday 29th November

independent traders will be offering a wide range of unique,

handcrafted gifts, decorations, and festive goodies - perfect for Time: 12pm - 7pm wu . .
finding that special present for someone you love or a treat for Celebrate the season, support local traders, % F - \ etllvm
yourself. and enjoy a day of lights, music and festive = : : r r g g

fun at Castle Square this Christmas!



URBAN

ELEPHANT
FESTIVAL
RETURNS
TO CASTLE
SQUARE

On Saturday 20th September, Castle Square

became the vibrant heart of Elephant & Castle as
thousands came together for the latest edition of
the Urban Elephant Festival. Across three stages,
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THE ELEPHANT
MARKET
RETURNING
SPRING 2026!
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Save with OurBike

Southwark businesses can cut
costs with shared e-cargo bikes

FOR LOCAL BUSINESS
Pre-book for £5 pe

as little as £1.25 for 15mins

ELECTRIC ASSIST BIKE

r hour or Ideal for deliveries, stock

runs, pop-ups
3 hours free for businesses | 100

SKIP TRAFFIC AND
PARKING FAFF

583H2.1NAE SNOS % 1738

ZERO TAILPIPE
EMISSIONS

OURBIKE.CO.UK | @OURBIKEUK

Castle Square, Sayer Street and Walworth Town Hall
Square, more than 5,000 visitors enjoyed a packed
programme of art, music and dance that celebrated

the area’s rich cultural diversity.

The day was not only a showcase of local creativity but also a
boost for the neighbourhood, with businesses reporting a welcome
uplift in trade during what is usually a quieter period. Building

on the success of September’s festival, the Urban Elephant will
return in March for its spring edition - another opportunity for the
community to gather, celebrate and support local enterprise.

To find out more visit www.urbanelephant.co.uk

SOUTHWARK

This year marks 60 years since
the formation of the London
Borough of Southwark.

To celebrate, a new free exhibition
exploring six decades of Southwark’s
history is now open at the Southwark
Heritage Centre and Walworth Library in
Elephant and Castle.

Although Southwark has existed since
Roman times, it wasn’t until 1965 that the
modern London Borough of Southwark
was officially created, following the merger
of three smaller local authorities. Today, the
borough stretches from the Thames in the
north down to Crystal Palace in the south.

SOUTHWARK

T 60

Organised by the council’s Heritage and
Archive teams with contributions from

the local community, Southwark at 60
celebrates the borough’s history, its vibrant
communities, and its rich cultural life from
1965 to the present day.

The exhibition is complemented by a
series of events featuring local schools and
community groups and will run until April
2026. Come along to find out about the
borough’s long and fascinating history!

Location: Southwark Heritage Centre
& Walworth Library, 145-147
Walworth Road, London,
SE171RW

The heart of Elephant & Castle is coming alive again: Castle Square
Market is officially reopening in Spring 2026, welcoming back the
vibrant community of traders, makers, cooks, and creatives who have
long made this space a local favourite.

The market will return as a hub of culture, flavour, and neighbourhood energy. After its
seasonal break, the 2026 return promises new excitement alongside all the familiar faces
the community has missed.

Expect to see:

= Authentic street food prepared by local
chefs

- Independent boutiques showcasing
fashion, jewellery, and accessories

= Hair, beauty, and wellness traders
offering their signature services

= Artistic and cultural pop-ups from
Elephant & Castle’s creative community

Rooted in Community

Castle Square has always been a place
where long-term local businesses and
rising entrepreneurs can grow side by side.
The Elephant Market puts community at
the centre once again, strengthening ties
across the neighbourhood and offering a
platform for diverse cultural expression.

SAVE THE DATE

The market officially reopens in Spring 2026. Whether you’re coming
for the food, the shopping, or simply to soak in the atmosphere, The
Elephant Market will be ready to welcome you back.

e
100
SOFAR SOUNDS

7-9pm Sun 14 Dec £22

Step into the heartbeat of your city with a handpicked selection of Sofar Sounds

live music shows in venues that capture the love of the community.

Loved by locals. Loved by us.

These are the kind of nights that memories are made of.

Little Louie
14 Ash Avenue
SE171GQ

littlelouie.london



http://www.urbanelephant.co.uk
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e : KI D all 12 sneaky differences as they exchange presents by the cosy fire :
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BOROUGH

BOROUGH
23 JANUARY - 21 ﬂARCH

14 - 31 JANUARY .

BOROUGH : ! \‘—',
s S §
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o
:I o
Walworth R :
Neighbourhood e : @
Engagement Meeting @V X' :
The redevelopment of Elephant and Castle is about far more than new E‘r‘:fe?'g‘_’si";necembe’ 153050 : L] Q4
buildings; it’s about creating a lasting legacy of inclusivity, sustainability, Walworth Town Hall . |
. . 151 Walworth Rd, London SE17 1RS .
and Communlty prlde. Entrance opposite the Co- Op. ; :
Central to this vision is our Inspiring Elephant Community Fund. Since launching in 2022, ' || : @ Q e
it has awarded £100,000 across two rounds of grants, with £50,000 set to be distributed e Gt Your ReghBouIot - —
each year until 2026. This year, 14 local groups received grants of £2,000-£4,500 to deliver Lov your ool rs? Want o find ut ats g
projects that benefit residents. The full list of recipients is available on the Elephant and o et your Nofgboutiood Champion
Castle Town Centre website. E e
Get Living is also proud to contribute £25,000 annually to the Elephant and Castle Lockng e s o i,
Community Fund, supporting initiatives across education, skills, arts and culture, the
environment, youth programmes, and wellbeing.
Throughout the year, Get Living and the Town Centre team bring the community together O
with free events in Castle Square, from last year’s Christmas Lights Switch-on with : O (o)
Professor Green to the Urban Elephant Festival, the Latin American Film Festival, the Fiesta : o O
Latina procession, and more. :
Together, these efforts ensure the new town centre grows with and for the people who call (_Souﬂ‘”"'&
Elephant and Castle home. counct
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AR Accessories Glow Aesthetics AA Grocery Store : o ]

Magic Carpets : @

Ana Castro ] O\

Maya Clothing Andreas :
Only available Black Friday Hairdresser Laughland . € ; ;9
Weekend, 28th Nov - 30th Nov! Forever Communications

Hairdresser



http://www.castlesquarelondon.com
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As The Elephant evolves, our
commitment to community

remains constant. Whether you CONNECTED
live, work or study in Elephant &

Castle, there are more ways than EE;T
ever to stay connected and be part _H‘r# ;

% SCAN HERE
! FOR MORE

ﬁ;&uié. INFORMATION

of the journey.

To keep up with news, events and
opportunities - and to have your
say - visit our website or sigh up
to our mailing list.

TheElephant.com

info@elephantandcastletowncentre.co.uk



